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“Sally has been on the 

phone for almost an hour,” 

her mother said, “It’s just 

terrible and I don’t know 
what to do about it.” 

That’s the opening of a recent article by 
Phyllis Greer, Specialist in Human Relations 
at Rutgers, and she continues, “It’s easy to 
guess that Sally is a teen-ager. It seems to be 
characteristic teen-age behavior to get on the 
phone and stay there for too long. To fathers 
trying to call home, it seems the youngsters 
are on the phone forever. For anyone else to 
try to call with a teen-ager around, it’s nearly 
impossible without literally taking the phone 
away by force. 

“Some families have solved the problem 
with a special telephone for the youngsters. 
One family limited the length of teen-age calls 
to fifteen minutes. At first, Mother or Father 
set an alarm clock, but the youngsters caught 
on and now limit themselves. 
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“This problem calls for understanding on 
the parents’ part, but also firmness. The young 
people should learn that there are other mem- 
bers of the family, too. This isn’t too difficult, 
in spite of the self-centeredness of the adoles- 
cent. Example, as usual, is important. If Mother 
talks for an hour, the teen-ager will feel 
abused if he can’t, too. 

“The approach that usually works best, as 
with other teen-age behavior problems, is to 
talk it over with the adolescent. An arbitrary 
rule will be resented, but a decision in which 
the youngster has a part will be accepted and 
kept.” . 

Thanks, Mrs. Greer. As for that extra phone 
line you mentioned, you can have one for 
somewhat lower rate than for a regular indi- 
vidual residence line, with separate number 
and phone book listing for the kids. Ask our 
business office for details—it’s an economical 
way to maintain peace at home. 


Even in old New Jersey, where the 

fairly ancient is fairly common, a 

300th birthday seems a bit extra 

special. Such is the case this year 

with Jersey City’s Old Bergen 

Church, which had its beginnings 
in 1660, “oldest organized church community west 
of the Hudson River.” 


Three centuries ago the first Dutch settlers of 
the area formed a congregation and put up a log 
structure as a meeting place. Ministers from Nieuw 
Amsterdam across the river served in rotation. 
Sometimes the clerk of the consistory, the Voor- 
seler, who also was the local schoolmaster, filled in. 


In 1680, an odd-shaped, eight-sided stone 
church was put up, the steeple topped by a mag- 
nificent brass “weathercock.” Men were seated 
around the walls during services. The ladies used 
high-backed chairs, their own personal property. 
Feminine tootsies were kept warm in frigid weather 
on small individual footstoves, which were brought 
along to church. The sermon over, the deacons 
took up the collection—cash or wampum were 
equally good in those days—in small velvet bags. 


A permanent pastor came in 1757, the Rev. 
William Jackson, who had studied under the famed 
Rev. John Frelinghuysen of Raritan. He married 
Frelinghuysen’s daughter later on. 


A new, charming structure (see front cover) 
replaced the old stone church in 1773. Services 
were conducted there in the Dutch language until 
as late as 1809, when English replaced it. The pres- 
ent building was put up in 1841. It is interesting 
that in all its 300 years, this Dutch Reformed 
congregation has had only ten pastors. 


Old Bergen is proud possessor of two com- 
munion cups, hand-made from silver cajns, crea- 
tions of Hendrikus Boele in 1730. They have twice 
been exhibited at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art as notable examples of the craftsmanship 
of the era. 


Keep Your Eyes Open... 

You'll find real enjoyment 
by watching the TV listings for 
Bell System programs. The 
popular Telephone Hour is 
aired, in color, alternate Fri- 
days on NBC-TV 8:30-9:30 
p.m. Up-coming dates to watch 
for are March 11; March 20 
(a Sunday) with a repeat of 
the popular “Alphabet Con- 
spiracy” from the Bell System 
Science Series; and Friday, 
April 29, with a presentation of 
“The Mikado.” 


A Million Trees 


The Essex County Park 
Commission figures it has 
one million trees in its 
reservations and park sys- 
tem. They range from 
A-to-Z — Abies being tech- 
nical for the fir, Zanthoxy- 
lon for the prickly ash. 
The million figure doesn’t 
count an unguessed-at num- 
ber in municipal parks, on 
private property, or be- 
tween curb and sidewalk in 
the county’s towns. 


News for the Blind 


Recorded “newscasts” for 
the blind, by telephone, is 
a new development in New 
Jersey. An organization 
known as Operation Sec- 


ond Sight, Inc., in Bergen 
County, working with the 
Bergen Evening Record 
and New Jersey Bell, pro- 
vides the service via an 
“electronic secretary” at the 
newspaper’s office in 
Hackensack. It gives more 
news details than the aver- 
age radio coverage. A prime 
mover in the plan was J. 
Robert Sullivan, New Jer- 
sey Bell manager at Ora- 
dell, who is treasurer of 
the Second Sight group. 


Mechanized Berry Picker 


Picking blueberries on 
New Jersey’s prospering 
blueberry “plantations” al- 
ways has been a laborious, 
hand-done job. Until now. 
Department of Agriculture 
experimenters have come 
up with a machine to do 
it. It’s a sort of vibrator. 
It rattles the bushes and 
the ripe berries drop off 
into a gathering cloth be- 
low. It has cut picking 
costs from eight cents a 
pound to 3% cents, and 
each “picker” can gather 
28 pounds an hour com- 
pared to an average of nine 
by hand. What next? 


‘‘Let’s take advantage of the 
jow rates and call home!” 


Come and Get It! 


Communication is so 
swift today that the lei- 
surely pace of an earlier 
time isn’t easy to realize. 
The Pascack Historical So- 
ciey, Bergen County, tells 
of a post office being set 
up in 1827 in what is now 
Park Ridge. A chap drove 
a wagon over once a week 
from Hackensack, left local 
mail in a tavern there, 
went on to Spring Valley, 
N. Y., and returned a week 
later to pick up out-going 
mail. It was a serve-your- 
self setup entirely. 


Like An Iceberg 


Only about one-eighth 
of an iceberg shows above 
water; the rest is hidden 
underneath. This is even 
more true of your tele- 
phone. The instrument is 
only a small part of the 
vast telephone system — 
cable, central offices, other 
equipment—ready to serve 
you around-the-clock. Its 
lifetime guarantee is an- 
other invisible feature. If 
your phone should get out 
of kilter — which it rarely 
does nowadays — a man 
comes around to fix it 
and there’s never a repair 
charge, unlike most other 
appliances in your home. 


“Obey That Impulse’ 


“Yes, a colored phone 
would look nice here in 
the house.” Well, why not 
call our business office? 
We'll gladly mail you a 
folder, in color, showing 
what’s available. Better yet, 
drop in and see the array 
of colored phones _first- 
hand. A quick installation 
can be arranged, the cost is 
surprisingly moderate. 


Clannish Hens 


The agricultural re- 
searchers at our State Uni- 
versity come up with some 
Strange items. We’ve just 
learned that once you get 
a flock of hens together, 
you shouldn’t add new- 
comers to the group, espe- 
cially none of these uppish 
younger-generation _ birds. 
It upsets the old-timers and 
hinders egg production. 


That Excise Tax 


A bill to end the Federal 
Excise Tax of 10% on 
local telephone service was 
passed by Congress and 
signed by the President last 
year. If no changes are 
made by June 30, your bill 
for local service will drop 
by the amount of the tax 
beginning July 1. The 10% 
tax on Long Distance calls 
remains in effect, however, 
unless additional legislation 
is passed and approved. 
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is issued by the ‘New Jersey Bell» & wom 

Telephone: Company, an } 

organization of 25,000 New —__ } 
Jersey men and women, Jeeam = 

working to give the 

best telephone service at ee 

the lowest possible = 7 

cost to the people in New Jersey. 


This year 
again, the 
American 
Red Cross, | 
with over 60 | 
Chapters in : 
New Jersey alone, seeks 

your support for its never- 

ending work—helping the 
disaster-stricken, the 

blind, and many another 

family and group in 

trouble. The Red Cross ) 
blood bank is, quite liter- | 
ally, a lifesaver which you 
yourself may need some- 
time. Your contribution 
aids a cause of vital help 
to your community and 
the Nation. 


